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Resources for Economically
Disadvantaged, Single Parents
or Displaced Homemaker
Students

Center for Community Economic
Development - Californian’s for
Economic Security

National Center for
Homeless Education

Southern Poverty Law Center —
Teaching Tolerance

Wider Opportunities
for Women

National Women’s Law Center

Resources for Limited English
Proficient Students

National Clearing House for

English Language Acquisition

WESTEd - Quality Teaching for
English Learners

Strategies for Economically Disadvantaged,
Single Parent, and Displaced Homemaker Students

(continued from page 1)

Economic Support

« Support students in completing financial aid forms and scholarship applications.
« Identify and link students with community agencies to provide needed support.
« Assist students with fees, transportation expenses, childcare, books, etc.

« Teach students financial responsibility by offering training in setting budgets, using bank accounts
and services and lifestyle choices with financial consequences.

« Develop class schedules and alternative delivery systems (e.g. distant learning) that allow individuals
to work or take care of children while attending school.

- Provide copies of supplementary texts for students to use and/or borrow.

« Link students with clothes closets and“Dress for Success” programs for appropriate interview and
work clothes.

Emotional Support

« Use a case management approach in which one person monitors and guides the student.

+ Find role models who overcame economic disadvantages, were displaced homemakers or
single parents.

- Match mentors with students.

« Provide information on resources available at the community college, social service and community
agencies. Refer single parents to resources for childcare.

« Organize support groups. Plan events that provide opportunities for students to meet each other.
Encourage them to support other students by developing a network for getting information about
class work, homework and childcare.

. Offer stress management classes.

+ Present parenting classes and connect individuals with respite agencies.

Strategies for Limited English Proficient Students

- Create group projects and flexible seating arrangements. This provides more opportunities for
interaction, and language barriers are often lessened when students know each other.

+ Write lesson objectives on the board. This establishes a routine for students. Also, many students
read better than they understand rapidly spoken English.

« Supply pictorial dictionaries, foreign language dictionaries and thesauruses.
+ Provide bilingual instructional and supplemental materials as possible.

« ldentify possible school or community sources of assistance. Translators may be available from
foreign language departments, or work-study opportunities may be available for bilingual students.

« Learn at least two words in the student’s native language: “Hello” or “Welcome,”“Good job” or
A n
Well done!

- Expand your knowledge of the cultures of limited English proficient students, and how that may
affect classroom interactions. For example, in many cultures looking someone in the eye is not a
respectful behavior; they have been taught that downcast eyes are the appropriate way to approach
teachers. A pat on the back may seem encouraging, but in some cultures it is insulting.

« Conduct professional development with teachers and staff to increase their awareness of cultural
differences.

« Remember that lack of language does not mean lack of concept development or ability to learn.

Strategies for Students with Disabilities

School/District Policies

« Notify students, applicants, employees and the public that all career and technical programs
are offered without regard to race, color, national origin, sex or disability.

« Develop application forms that avoid inquiry as to whether an applicant is disabled.

- Offer admission/placement testing for persons with impaired sensory, manual, or speaking
skills. Ensure that these tests are administered in facilities that are accessible.

« Make admission and financial aid information, course catalogs and schedules of classes
available in a variety of formats.

Physical Accessibility

« Make necessary structural or physical changes such as installing ramps, widening doors,
modifying doorknobs and installing curb cuts.

+ Ensure that transportation is available for disabled students.

- Designate disabled student parking spots.

« Inlibraries, assist disabled students in retrieving books from inaccessible shelves.
- Within the classroom, consider possible barriers and make necessary changes.

- Are aisles at least 36 inches wide?

- Are floor mats no higher than 1/2 inch to prevent tripping?

- Is carpeting low-pile, tightly woven, and attached at edges?

- Is a five-foot circular area available, allowing a wheelchair to reverse direction?

- Can materials be reached by someone in a wheel chair?

Instructional Support

« Provide alternate forms of instructional delivery and assessment.

+ Make tutoring available as necessary.

+ Allow flexibility in the way work and tasks are customarily done.

« Promote teamwork and shared responsibility through cooperative learning.

« Encourage self-esteem and tolerance for diversity.

« Incorporate examples of role models who are disabled.

« Inform students of the availability of auxiliary aids, services, and academic adjustments.
+ Work closely with Community College Disabled Student Programs and Services (DSP&S).
« Ensure that staff members understand the needs of students with disabilities.

« For visually impaired students use large print, Braille, audiotapes, and/or readers.

« For students with hearing or speech disabilities use sign language interpreters, note takers,
written versions of material delivered orally, and/or Telecommunications Device for the Deaf
(TDD).

Resources for Students
with Disabilities

Federal disability resource

National Dropout
Prevention Center for
Students with Disabilities
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